Newton County Elementary School-Wide

Social Skill Lesson Plan  

	Review Expectations from our Matrix:

                                                           I am safe, kind, respectful, and ready to learn.

	Period of Implementation:  November 29th-December 17th
Specific Skill:  I can accept that other people are different from me.  

This means I will:

· Be respectful, and accept that people are different than me.

· Use only kind words, not put downs, or tease others.

· Remain a safe Cougar at all times.

· Be ready to learn about different cultures and the impact in our world.



	Context:  All settings

	Introduction  TELL:

1. “Today we are going to talk about BEING RESPECTFUL, kind, safe, and ready to learn by accepting that everyone is different.” 

2. Initiate discussion of likes and differences i.e. between a square/circle; triangle/circle, each having its on function…circle/ball, squares/street signs, etc.   

3. Ask students to think of a time when someone made fun of them because they were different in some way and how that made them feel.  Give students opportunity to share.  (Have optional examples ready).

4. Discuss what it would be like if their family, classroom, school, Newton County etc. only included people who looked alike, sounded alike, dressed alike, and only liked doing the same thing.

5. End discussion by stressing that it is OK to be different and that our differences should be celebrated because that is what makes us unique individuals.   

 

	· WHAT DOES ACCEPTANCE OF OTHERS DIFFERENCES LOOK LIKE?

· HOW WILL YOU KNOW YOU ARE ACCEPTING OTHERS REGARDLESS OF THEIR CLOTHES, COLOR OF THEIR SKIN, SKILLS, HAIR, HOW THEY TALK, ETC.?

SHOW

Teacher Model: 

Teacher: Give an example when you or someone you know demonstrated RESPECT by accepting a person's differences. How would that person have known they were accepted for who they are not what they look like or what they can do?

Share a non-example of how you, a friend, or a family member was not respected for their differences.



	Guided PRACTICE

Role Play:  Look for opportunities for students to role-play accepting individual differences.  

Example:  Playground:  A group of girls are hanging out.  Jodi walks up and joins the group.  Jodi is in the same grade but she is taller and bigger than all the other girls.  The other girls speak to Jodi and involve her in the discussion.

Non-example (Teacher role-plays non-examples):  A group of girls are in the restroom at the sink.  They are looking in the mirror, washing their hands.  Jodi walks in.  Jodi is in the same grade but she is taller and bigger that the other girls.  As she is washing her hands the girls start laughing and looking at Jodi and whispering to each other.  Jodi overhears one of the girls say to Patty, “Jodi could never be a top girl—she’s too big!”

Student Example:  Ask students to role play real life examples and discuss.

	PERFORMANCE FEEDBACK:

Give kids positive specific feedback (w/Cougar Buck) as you notice kids respecting differences and helping others, and generally, respecting others no matter what their race, age, gender, religion etc.

RE-TEACH   Review and Practice Throughout the Week:  

Throughout the week think of problems that are most apt to happen, as well as discuss problems that occur. Provide support and be solution oriented, such as “We are all different from each other and that’s ok.  It’s not ok to make fun of someone because they are different.” And ask, “How could you have been respectful and helped the situation.”

PRE-CORRECT YOUR STUDENTS TO OBSERVE THIS SKILL IN OTHERS.


1. Lollipop Activity

Ask your class:  Cougars are…(response) safe, kind, respectful and ready to learn.  Reward each one in the classroom a Lollipop.

Discuss:  What is the same about all of the lollipops (the inside is the same, they have a hard shell on the outside, etc.)?  What is different about all the lollipops (the color, the taste, etc.)?  What is different about us (our skin color, our size, our hair color, etc.)?  What is the same about us (we all have a heart on the inside, etc.)? 

Tag the discussion to include positive feedback to include school-wide expectations and how we can be positive as Newton County Elementary Little Cougars.

December’s Character Word-

Fairness-doing what is right to make sure others are not treated badly.

